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The Oregon Trail 
C.J. McCollum ’13 paid his dues and took the road less traveled to the NBA. 
 
Lehigh Bulletin | Fall 2013 
 
Additional reporting: 
06/28/13 – C.J. McCollum drafted 10th overall by the NBA’s Portland Trail Blazers 
06/24/13 – C.J. McCollum set to make history at the NBA Draft 
06/24/13 – Google Hangout: Lehigh University NBA Draft Preview 
 
By Karl W. Brisseaux 
 
 
Even taking into account all that C.J. McCollum has accomplished in his remarkable 
basketball career, it goes without saying that his most recent achievement - being selected 
10th overall in the 2013 NBA Draft by the Portland Trail Blazers - stands out as his 
greatest. 
 
When McCollum's name was called by NBA commissioner David Stern that night in 
June, the player that many college coaches once considered "too small to make it” - but 
who would then go on to become the Patriot League's all-time leading scorer and a three-
time All-American - realized a dream that he'd held since he was a little kid growing up 
in Canton, Ohio. 
 
To hear McCollum tell it, though, one of his proudest moments this year occurred off the 
court, at Lehigh’s 145th Commencement on May 20. 
 
“I came here four years ago as a little boy from Canton, Ohio, not knowing what I was 
getting myself into. I knew I wanted to play basketball and play at a high level, but I 
didn’t really understand the educational aspect of things, in terms of how valuable and 
important it would be,” said McCollum, who studied journalism at Lehigh. 
 
“To be able to attain that and see the look on my mom and dad’s face kind of shows how 
far I’ve come as a man, and how important my education will be for me now and in the 
long run.” 
 
Back in April 2012, though, it seemed as if that proud moment at graduation would be 
delayed for a few years. 
 
McCollum entertained the idea of leaving college after his junior year and joining the 
professional ranks early. Fresh off of a stellar victory against Duke in the NCAA 
tournament, he became a fixture in the minds of basketball fans, and an on-campus icon 
back at Lehigh. 
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It would have been perfectly reasonable, even expected, for him to leave for the NBA and 
take advantage of the hype, but instead, he returned to Lehigh for another shot at a 
conference title and another run in the NCAA tournament. In a piece he wrote for Sports 
Illustrated in June, McCollum explained that he returned because his family had always 
placed an emphasis on a college education, and because he felt he had some more room 
for growth on the court. 
 
“A lot of guys leave college early, but I wouldn’t have been ready for this process two 
years ago,” wrote McCollum. “That extra maturity helped me.” 
 
Even after missing most of his senior season with a foot injury, McCollum has no regrets 
about waiting to play in the NBA for another year. In an interview with Adam Figman 
‘10, a Lehigh alumnus who is associate editor of SLAM Magazine, McCollum said the 
injury was a blessing in disguise. 
 
“The injury gave me a lot of time to kind of revamp my game, add to my arsenal, work 
on my weaknesses and improve my strength and other aspects of my game,” he said. 
 
Top NBA prospects rarely return to school for their sophomore seasons, let alone for 
their junior and senior campaigns. In the last four NBA Drafts, just 20 of the 106 
collegians selected in the first round were seniors. For many players, the chance to sign a 
professional contract worth millions is hard to pass up, especially for young men whose 
families are mired in poverty. 
 
“Socioeconomics are a huge factor. I came from a situation where I was fortunate, where 
both of my parents worked. Although my parents are divorced, they’re both involved in 
my life and in this entire process. My brother plays basketball overseas,” said McCollum. 
 
“I didn’t grow up grow up rich, I didn’t grow up privileged, but I grew up in a situation 
where if I needed something, most of the time I got it. There are kids in this draft who 
aren’t in that situation, where the income is a necessity, where they need to leave early. If 
I were in a situation like that, I would’ve definitely left to take care of my family. A lot of 
people don’t understand what it’s like to come from those circumstances.” 
 
McCollum was a prolific scorer in high school and was named Ohio's player of the year 
as a senior. Despite his obvious ability, most Division-I schools in the recruiting process 
overlooked him. 
 
Lehigh, however, didn’t - even though, at the time, many schools considered him 
undersized. Matt Logie, a former assistant coach at Lehigh who is now the head 
basketball coach at Whitworth University, followed McCollum on the AAU circuit the 
summer before his senior year of high school. Logie saw his potential, comparing him to 
Stephen Curry of the Golden State Warriors. 
 
“As July progressed, our staff was at every game he played. C.J. knew we were only 
there for him. Throughout the process, the comparisons to Steph Curry were inescapable, 
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and even C.J. embraced the reference point,” wrote Logie in a column for Bleacher 
Report. 
 
“The fact that C.J. so clearly was not an NBA prospect at this time played favorably for 
us, being that we were a high-end academic institution that would prepare him for life 
after basketball.” 
 
“Lehigh picked me,” said McCollum. “It was a situation where I hadn't heard of them, 
but they gave me a chance. The coaching staff was great from the beginning.” 
 
McCollum committed to Lehigh on September 19, 2008, his 17th birthday, and the rest, 
as they say, is history. Now, he looks to continue his growth as a person and basketball 
player in Portland, where will be featured on a talented roster that includes Damian 
Lillard, the 2012-13 NBA Rookie of the Year. 
 
Even on draft night, he was anxious to begin the journey that lay ahead, and the 
opportunity to showcase his ability against the best basketball players in the world. 
 
“You have to prove yourself night in and night out.  That's one of the things I pride 
myself in,” said McCollum on draft night. “I'm going to enjoy this moment tonight with 
my friends and family, and definitely celebrate and take it all in. 
 
“But tomorrow it’s back to work, back to business.” 


